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Beekeeping Risk Assessment
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Risk
Who or what Affected
Mitigation




Low Risk, Low Impact

Risk of bee stings in areas near apiary
Those working or playing nearby
Ensure hives are sited and facing away from work or play areas. 
Ensure flight path is not over a footpath, access route. 
Make sure bees are encouraged to fly up and over a hedge or fence where possible.
Beekeepers and the school to identify a suitable location to site hives.
Clear warning signage placed near apiary.
Risk of Swarms
Everyone

Note:
Although to some an intimidating sight, swarms are not dangerous and are extremely gentle unless spectators behave recklessly .
Should the bees swarm school office to phone the following:

Lead Beekeeper: Idrees Nawaz
Phone number: 07537908425

2nd beekeeper: Jameel Murtza
Phone number:07944779815

















Low risk, High Impact


Risk of anaphylactic shock following a bee sting.
Persons identified at risk through school medical records.
Staff and beekeeper(s) aware of risk and of any vulnerable persons.
First aid kit readily available to be made clear in briefing.

First aid procedures to be followed.

First aider to be identified in briefing. 

Precise location and access information to be available for relay to emergency services to facilitate rapid access.

Mobile phone or other communications to be available during bee inspection to call Ambulance Service via 999

















Medium risk, low impact

Risk of bee stings during colony inspections
Those involved in beekeeping activities.
Full briefing delivered before inspection. PPE to be worn correctly and checked by lead beekeeper before inspection commences.

Ensure approach route to hive is away from bee flight paths. Beekeepers to approach the hives calmly from the rear.

Guidance on removal of stings.

Condition of PPE equipment to be regularly checked.

















Medium risk, medium impact


Aggressive bees,
Increased risk of stinging.
Those involved in beekeeping activities.
Gentle bee varieties used.

Bees confined to the hive if weather or other factors make them irritable.

Hive inspections made only when conditions are right for beekeeping.

Any persistently aggressive colony to be re-queened or removed immediately from site.

Bees are appropriately smoked before hive inspection.















Medium risk, high impact

Risk of vandalism to beehives, leading to bee stings and swarming.
Vandals.
Warning signs to be displayed near the apiary

Beehives located in a fenced / secure location.

Beehives correctly located in a location away from public footpaths.

















Slips, trips, and falls

Back injuries from lifting hives
Everyone entering apiary and inspecting hives.
Delivering safety briefing before entering apiary

Keep apiary tidy and free from debris. Maintain clear access. No running. Maintain quiet and orderly behaviour.

Staff and children to be trained in basic manual handling techniques.











High risk, medium impact


Risk of fire or burns when lighting and using the smoker.
Beekeepers, school property and others.
Exercise care when using a smoker particularly in long dry spells.
Place smoker on hard level surface when not in use.
Ensure smoker is properly extinguished and emptied after use.

Ensure water source available nearby in case of emergency.

Children to be briefed before starting any beekeeping activities.

Children to be supervised at all times during inspections.

First aid equipment/treatment available on site.






























[bookmark: _GoBack]
