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Intent, Implementation  
and Impact 

 



 

Our Vision 

 
Rooted in God’s love, we will grow and learn together through the delivery of an enriched and creative curriculum. We are passionately committed to developing 
happy, well-rounded children who can reach their full potential with the skills, knowledge, and experiences to achieve their dreams. Our Curriculum drivers help to 
drive and shape our curriculum and are incorporated across all subjects and themes. Our Drivers are: 

 
 

Intent 

 
At Barrow URC Primary School, our intent in teaching Geography is driven by our core values and curriculum drivers. We believe that Geography plays a crucial role 
in helping children understand the world and their place in it. Through our inclusive and engaging curriculum, we aim to inspire curiosity and fascination in our 
students, fostering their interest and understanding of diverse places, people, resources, and environments. By exploring key physical and human processes, we 
empower our children to develop transferrable knowledge and skills that enrich their overall education. Our Geography curriculum aligns with our school values of 
respect, diversity, and environmental responsibility, encouraging children to become informed global citizens who appreciate and protect our planet. We aim, to 
inspire pupils to become curious and explorative thinkers with a diverse knowledge of the world; in other words, to think like a geographer. We want pupils to 
develop the confidence to question and observe places, measure and record necessary data in various ways, and analyse and present their findings. Through our 
scheme of work, we aim to build an awareness of how Geography shapes our lives at multiple scales and over time. We hope to encourage pupils to become 
resourceful, active citizens who will have the skills to contribute to and improve the world around them. 



 

Implementation 

 
 
At Barrow URC Primary School, our implementation of the Geography curriculum is guided by our school vision, which aims to empower all children, irrespective of 
their background, ability, or additional needs, to reach their full potential ‘becoming the best that we can be’. We follow the National Curriculum, ensuring a clear 
progression of skills and knowledge year by year, carefully sequenced to optimise learning for every child. 
 
To cultivate the skills of a Geographer, we provide immersive experiences across all aspects of the subject. Our local area is utilised extensively to achieve desired 
outcomes, with a strong emphasis on incorporating learning outside the classroom and becoming environmental responsibility. We organise school trips and 
engage in fieldwork, offering first-hand experiences that deepen children's understanding of the world beyond their immediate surroundings. By connecting 
classroom learning with real-world contexts, we foster a holistic appreciation of geography. 
 
Each unit contains elements of geographical skills and fieldwork to ensure that fieldwork skills are practised as often as possible. We follow an enquiry cycle that 
maps out the fieldwork process of question, observe, measure, record, and present, to reflect the elements mentioned in the National curriculum. This ensures 
children will learn how to decide on an area of enquiry, plan to measure data using a range of methods, capture the data and present it to a range of appropriate 
stakeholders in various formats. Fieldwork includes smaller opportunities on the school grounds to larger-scale visits to investigate physical and human features. 
Developing fieldwork skills within the school environment and revisiting them in multiple units enables pupils to consolidate their understanding of various methods. 
It also gives children the confidence to evaluate methodologies without always having to leave the school grounds and do so within the confines of a familiar place. 
This makes fieldwork regular and accessible while giving children a thorough understanding of their locality, providing a solid foundation when comparing it with 
other places.  
 
Children focus yearly on an area of sustainability education to try and make them future citizens that can care for the world around them. This includes studying 
water pollution, flooding, deforestation, melting ice caps, air pollution, increased temperatures in the UK and how rubbish is recycled. This aims to ensure that 
children are fully aware of global issues facing our planet by the time they leave primary school and know how many of these have regular impacts on the local area 
around them. These are embedded within one of their yearly topics and are linked back to our local area through engaging practical activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Impact 

 
We assess the impact of the curriculum by:  
 

 Reflection on standards achieved against planned key enquiry questions 
 Pupil discussions about their learning 
 Marking and feedback to inform future planning 
 Assessment of sticky knowledge through revisiting topics during Pupil Voice sessions, planned quizzes etc 
 Teacher assessment of key skills and knowledge for each unit.  
 Development of an increased subject-specific vocabulary by pupils 
 Assessment of learning through subject-specific consolidation tasks 
 Inspiration for children to pursue future careers related to geography, such as conservationists or geologists. 
 Present and answer their own geographical enquiries using planned and specifically chosen methodologies, collected data and digital technologies.  
 Meet the ‘Understanding the World’ Early Learning Goals at the end of EYFS, and the end of key stage expectations outlined in the National curriculum for 

Geography by the end of Year 2 and Year 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Whole School Programme of Study: 
Geography 



Geography – Whole School Programme of Study (2024/25) 
 
 
 

Geography Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
EYFS   Around the world (Kapow)  Exploring Maps (Kapow) Outdoor Adventurer 

(Kapow) 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Year 1   Geography: 
Would you prefer to live in 

a hot or cold place? 
(Kapow) 

Geography 
What is it like here?  

(Kapow) 
Geography: 

What is weather like in the 
UK?  (Kapow) 

SUSTAINABILITY 
 

Year 2 Geography: 
Why is our world 

wonderful? Exploring Maps 
(Kapow) 

  
Geography: 

What is it like to live in 
Shanghai? (Kapow) 

SUSTAINABILITY 
  

Geography: 
What is it like to live by the 

coast? (Kapow) 

Year 3  Geography: Who lives in 
Antarctica? (Kapow) 

SUSTAINABILITY  Geography: 
Why do people live near 

volcanoes? (Kapow)  Geography: 
Are all settlements the 

same? (Kapow) 
Year 4 Geography: 

Rubbish and Recycling 
(Bespoke)   Geography: 

Why are rainforests 
important? (Kapow)  

Geography: 
What are rivers and how 
are they used? (Kapow) 

SUSTAINABILITY 
 

Year 5  Geography: 
Maps and Map Reading 

Skills (Bespoke) 

Geography: 
Natural Disasters excluding 

volcanoes  (Bespoke) 
SUSTAINABILITY 

 Geography: 
What is life like in the Alps? 

(Kapow) 

 

Year 6 Geography: 
Why do the oceans matter?  

(Kapow) 
SUSTAINABILITY 

 Geography: 
Why does population 

change? (Kapow)  Geography: 
Can I carry out an 

independent fieldwork 
enquiry? From Barrow to 

Blackpool   
(Bespoke/Kapow) 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Geography in EYFS 

 
In the early years foundation stage (EYFS), geography is integrated into the broader understanding of the world. Children explore their environment, develop 
observational skills, and grasp basic concepts like location and direction. They engage in activities exploring their community, weather, and different environments. 
By the end of EYFS, children have a basic awareness of their surroundings and interconnections. This foundation prepares them for the more structured geography 
curriculum in Key Stage 1 and 2 (KS1 and KS2), where they delve deeper into maps, continents, climate, natural resources, and human geography. EYFS serves as a 
starting point for a comprehensive understanding of geography. 

Geography and SEND Provision 

 
Geography in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 (KS1 and KS2) effectively caters to Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision. Through differentiated 
activities, visual aids, and multi-sensory approaches, teachers accommodate various learning styles and abilities. They use inclusive strategies to engage students 
with SEND, such as simplified language, hands-on experiences, and accessible resources. By promoting understanding of the world, geography fosters inclusivity 

and ensures that all learners can actively participate and thrive in their geographical education. 

Geography and Identifying the More Able Learner 

At Barrow, a ‘More Able Geographer’ has a heightened understanding of spatial relationships, human-environment interactions and global phenomena. 
They will possess a natural curiosity about the world and will thrive when exploring complex topics relating to it. These children will use and interpret 
maps and analyse data to create connections and enable them to create solutions to more complex global issues. 
 
In Geography, we use these criteria to identify the characteristic of the More Able Learner. 

 Be fascinated by, or passionate about Geography, enjoys learning new knowledge and wants to be a successful learner. 
 Achieves, or shows potential in a wide range of contexts across Geography. 
 Works flexibly, processes unfamiliar information and applies their knowledge of Geography experiences and insight to unfamiliar situations. 
 Communicates their thoughts and ideas well in Geography. 
 Children enjoy presenting Geographical information using graphs, charts, maps and diagrams and are confident in interpreting their meaning.  
 These children will be confident and contribute effectively to simulations, role-play situations and outdoor fieldwork in Geography.  



 Their value system will be more highly developed than most pupils of their age which allows them to understand and debate Geographical issues in 
their local area and wider world e.g. climate change.  

 The More Able Learner will have a good general Geographical knowledge, including a concept of where places are in the world and ongoing topical 
issues.  

Geography and Provision for the More Able 

  

 At Barrow, we ensure that those children who display characteristics of a more able learner in Geography are provided with opportunities that regularly 
stretch and challenge them to a deeper level.  Some ways that we do this are: 

 Interest and Curiosity: Ensure that children are provided with opportunities to take part in fieldwork, designing questionnaires and surveys to collect data 
which they can then interpret to form an opinion about a location. This can include photographic recording or sketching of a location to allow them to 
recognise and describe geographical patterns.  

 Creative Thinking: We provide children with the opportunity to debate a geographical issue using evidence to justify their opinions. Alongside this, we ask 
children to find creative solutions to problems e.g. design a flood defence for Whalley.  

 Understanding and utilising a wide range of resources: Children receive the opportunity to work with a wide range of visual images including maps and 
satellite images. These contain varying scales and can be both paper and computer based. From these, children can establish patterns and build a picture of 
human and physical geographical features.  

 Applying skills acquired in other subjects: Children are given opportunities to use their learning from other subjects to apply to their geographical 
knowledge. This is especially the case with Science, Maths and Computing as children will use these skills to interpret graphical data and explain why certain 
events have impacted specific regions.  

 Problem solving in real contexts: We try to give children as many real life scenarios and problems as possible so they can use their geographical thinking 
skills to solve them. For example creating a device to stabilise homes in earthquake regions.  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Knowledge and Skills Progression 
Geography 

 



 
 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Planning Examples  
Geography 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


